
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE   Two Chorale Preludes Barr  

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 52): 

 Leader: I trust in the steadfast love of God forever and ever. 

 People: Those who rely upon God are like the green olive trees that  
  grow in God's garden. 

 Leader: I will thank God forever because of what God has done.   

 People: In the presence of the faithful I will proclaim God's name.   

 Leader: We wait upon God because God is good.   

 People: God does not disappoint those who wait upon the LORD.  

 * HYMN 454 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word Liebster Jesu 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

 (Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
 your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad 
 has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.)               
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CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 Loving God, we confess that the distractions and busyness of our  
lives make it difficult to listen deeply to your voice.  Transform our 
priorities so that we make space in our lives to be quiet and listen to 
you.  We confess to becoming so shaped by the values of this age that 
your call on our lives is increasingly hard to hear.  Transform our 
values so that they are shaped by your concern for the unloved and 
unlovely, and for the weak and powerless in our society.  We confess 
that often we forget all too quickly the words we say, and pray, and 
sing, in our time of worship.  Transform our lives so that we remain 
connected to you at all times and in all places.  May the posture of 
our lives be shaped by listening to you; the goodness of our lives be 
shaped by love for you; and the service of our lives be shaped by a 
humility like yours.  This we pray in your name.   

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579 Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         



 

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 339 Be Thou My Vision  Slane 

+ Children leave for Summer Sunday School in Chapel. + 

  THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Amos 8:1-12 

ANTHEM        O Saviour, Hear Me Gluck/arr. Buck  
  IRIS KARLIN, SOPRANO 

SECOND LESSON Luke 10:38-42 

SERMON “The Choice Is Yours” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY O Bona Patria (from Hora Novissima) Horatio Parker 

 For thee, O dear land mine eyes their vigils keep; 
 Forever love beholding thy happy name, they weep; 
 The mention of thy glory is unction to the breast 
 And medicine in sickness, and love and life and rest. 
 O one and only heaven, O paradise of joy, 
 Where tears are every banished and smiles have no alloy. 
  IRIS KARLIN, SOPRANO 

* THE DOXOLOGY                     Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  



  

 

    THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 263 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise St. Denio 

* BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE Postlude in D Minor Bruckner 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

   *     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Amos 8:1-12 (NRSV) 
 

 This is what the Lord GOD showed me—a basket of summer 
fruit. 2He said, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A basket of 
summer fruit.” Then the LORD said to me, The end has come upon 
my people Israel; I will never again pass them by. 3The songs of the 
temple shall become wailings in that day,” says the Lord GOD; “the 
dead bodies shall be many, cast out in every place. Be silent!” 
 4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin 
the poor of the land, 5saying, “When will the new moon be over so 
that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for 
sale? We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and practice 
deceit with false balances, 6buying the poor for silver and the needy for 
a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 7The LORD 
has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their 
deeds. 8Shall not the land tremble on this account, and everyone 
mourn who lives in it, and all of it rise like the Nile, and be tossed 
about and sink again, like the Nile of Egypt? 9On that day, says the 
Lord GOD, I will make the sun go down at noon, and darken the 
earth in broad daylight. 10I will turn your feasts into mourning, and  
all your songs into lamentation; I will bring sackcloth on all loins,  
and baldness on every head; I will make it like the mourning for an 
only son, and the end of it like a bitter day. 
 11The time is surely coming, says the Lord GOD, when I will 
send a famine on the land; not a famine of bread, or a thirst for water, 
but of hearing the words of the LORD. 12They shall wander from sea  
to sea, and from north to east; they shall run to and fro, seeking the 
word of the LORD, but they shall not find it. 
 
Luke 10:38-42 (NRSV) 
 

 Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, 
where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39She 
had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to 
what he was saying. 40But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so 
she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has 
left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” 41But 



  

 

the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and 
distracted by many things; 42there is need of only one thing. Mary  
has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 




